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Foreword

As many observers of LCA will know, this is the fifth time we have tried to predict the election results - we started with the 2004 GLA elections, then the 2005 general election, followed by 
the 2006 local elections and finally the 2008 GLA elections again.  This is though the first time since the GLC was created in 1963 that the general and local elections have been on the 
same day in the capital making our job of trying to predict the results in 73 constituencies and 32 boroughs that much harder.  

We have some precedent in London for this multiple voting.  At the 2008 GLA elections the majority of the people who voted for the Mayor also voted for a GLA member and a top up 
party - suggesting that Londoners voting for their MP will also vote for their local councillors at the same time.  This could impact significantly on the turn out in the boroughs which range 
from 29%-51% in comparison to MP seats which in 2005 ranged from 45% to 73% turnout.

In addition we have the hard-to-measure impact of the expenses’ scandal and the disaffection with politicians that this has undoubtedly generated amongst many of the electorate.  In 
contrast however we have the simple fact that this general election is the most significant since 1997 and the closest since 1992.  Will these two cancel each other out?  We think so, and 
we think the election turnout will be up - marginally - on 2005, partly as a consequence of the televised debates.

On top of this, there are also the new constituency boundaries to consider and notional majorities based on applying this revised political map to the 2005 election figures.  These have 
been calculated by Professors Michael Thrasher and Colin Rallings from the University of Plymouth’s Local Government Chronicle Elections Centre and demonstrate the effect of the 
boundary alterations on the 2005 results.  All but seven London constituencies have been affected by these changes with majorities decreasing or increasing, the most extreme examples 
(Croydon Central and Enfield North) showing a notional change in the winning party.  Across the capital the number of constituencies has been reduced from 74 to 73.

And of course the other major new factor influencing these elections is the three live TV leader debates between the three main parties.  The “Clegg effect” is making pollsters nervous!

So all these reasons are really an excuse - in advance - for however many we get wrong on the night!   We have though, read every local paper published in London each week; pored 
over every national poll and predicted swing; tracked blogs and websites from ConservativeHome, Labour List and Liberal Democrat Voice to Political Betting and UK Polling Report; 
presented our emerging thinking to around 30 groups from council CEOs to the borough police commanders; and gossiped with as many people as we could.

On pages 3-6 we set out the 73 MP predictions and on pages 7-10 we set out the 32 borough and three directly elected mayor predictions.  We also, as always, have some quirky facts.

For the MPs we have split them into three main categories - same party and same MP, same party but a new MP and different party and new MP.  For the boroughs we have change and 
no change.  We have also decided to have a new category to reflect the tricky nature of calling this election – this is “Too Close To Call” (TCTC) and we have a few MPs in this group.  

As you also know we put money up for each prediction we get wrong.  This year we are earmarking £100 per MP seat and directly elected Mayor (there are three) and £250 per borough.  
For those seats and boroughs in the TCTC category, we are paying out £500 now.  

We have also agreed with the London local authority CEOs that, rather than paying the total amount to one charity, we should spread the money around and so each MP seat called 
wrong will see £100 to a charity in that constituency and each council/directly elected mayor called wrong will see £250 to a charity in that borough.

And finally a big thank you, as always to the team here at LCA who track all the information and research all the data and to Tony Travers of the Greater London Unit of the LSE for his 
advice, guidance and counsel.

Enjoy.

Robert Gordon Clark
Managing Director
London Communications Agency 
www.londoncommunications.co.uk
www.twitter.com/we_know_london

IC - Independent Conservatives 
ICG - Isleworth Community Group
MPR - Merton Park Residents’ Group 
RWR - Rainham & Wennington Residents’ Independent Association
SCF - Save Chase Farm
SP - Socialist Party 
UKIP - United Kingdom Independence Party 
WIG - West Area Independent Group

Glossary

AM = Assembly Member

DEM = Directly Elected Mayor

NBC = No Boundary Change - some seats have had no boundary changes, where NBC is written the results are the actual 2005 figures

NM = Notional Majority 

NT = Notional Turnout - given the boundary changes we have provided the notional turnout for 2005, again based on the Rallings and Thrasher figures

TCTC = Too Close to Call - those seats where we think it could go one way or another

Abbreviations for ‘other’ parties
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BDIP - Barking & Dagenham Independent Party
BNP - British National Party 
CPA - Christian People’s Alliance 
DC - Democratic Conservatives
HIA - Hounslow Independent Alliance
HILR - Havering Independent Residents’ Group 
HRG - Havering Residents’ Group
I - Independent
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Constituency (NT% 2005)
Incumbent MP  |  Predicted MP

Top Three Party Notional Votes (2005)
Commentary

1. Barking (48.24%) 
Margaret Hodge  |  Margaret Hodge

LAB: 18,293 | CON: 6,110 | BNP: 5,997  One of the most high profile battles with Nick Griffin standing for the BNP - in 2005 Lab polled 13,826 to the BNP’s 4,916.  
However even the most latent Lab voter will come out to stop him, which will guarantee Hodge’s re-election…and help Lab in the local election.  

2. Bermondsey & Old Southwark (48.76%)
Simon Hughes  |  Simon Hughes

LD: 17,177 | LAB: 11,408 | CON: 4,671  With a low turnout, a NM of only 5,769 and a battling Lab candidate in Val Shawcross, Hughes will have a tight fight here 
but we think he will hold.

3. Bexleyheath & Crayford (64.66%)
David Evennett  |  David Evennett

CON: 19,497 | LAB: 14,330 | LD: 5,494  A Lab seat from 1997 until 2005, now fairly safe for the Cons, especially when considering the votes garnered in this part of 
London for the 2008 GLA elections.

4. Brent North (58.48%)
Barry Gardiner  |  Barry Gardiner

LAB: 21,751 | CON: 12,921 | LD: 8,571  Gardiner has been MP here since 1997.  Before then, it had been a mainstay for the Cons since its creation in 1974, the 
last time a hung Parliament was recorded.  There was a 7.1% Con swing in 2005 but with a NM of around 9,000 we think it will stay Lab.  

5. Bromley & Chislehurst (62.68%)
Bob Neill  |  Bob Neill

CON: 18,024 | LAB: 9,788 | LD: 9,494  Whilst this was a very small Con majority at the by-election in 2006 of just 635, the NM on the 2005 result is now over 8,000 
and the LDs, who poured huge resources into fighting the 2006 contest, will not be able to repeat this.  Cons to hold.

6. Camberwell & Peckham (52%)
Harriet Harman  |  Harriet Harman

LAB: 24,529 | LD: 7,921 | CON: 3,842  The first of three south London strongholds of Lab women ministers.  Harman held a massive 65% of the vote in 2005, one 
of the highest in London.  

7. Chelsea & Fulham (52.59%)
Greg Hands  |  Greg Hands

CON: 19,003 | LAB: 8,750 | LD: 4,831  This seat has seen significant boundary changes and was previously a mixture of the old Hammersmith & Fulham and 
Kensington & Chelsea constituencies.  This new combination of wards makes it look even safer for the Tories.

8. Chingford & Woodford Green (62.96%)
Iain Duncan Smith  |  Iain Duncan Smith

CON: 20,555 | LAB: 9,914 | LD: 6,832 (NBC)  Held by former Tory leader IDS, this suburban seat has a five figure majority.  His popularity has arguably grown 
since leaving the Con front bench and this should help him hold again comfortably.

9. Chipping Barnet (62.71%)
Theresa Villiers  |  Theresa Villiers

CON: 20,825 | LAB: 15,368 | LD: 6,941  The Cons pulled away from Lab in this seat in 2005 after a tight hold in 2001.  Despite the Tory council’s reported some-
what rocky local relations, this should be a comfortable win for the Shadow Secretary of State for Transport.

10. Cities of London & Westminster (51.15%)
Mark Field  |  Mark Field

CON: 15,449 | LAB: 8,097 | LD: 5,934  With nearly 50% of the vote in 2005, this West End and City seat should be safe for the Cons.

11. Croydon North (52.69%)
Malcolm Wicks  |  Malcolm Wicks  

LAB: 24,251 | CON: 10,066 | LD: 7,788  Perhaps surprising to some, this was the largest Lab majority in London in 2005 at 13,888.  If this went Tory, we would pay 
out ten-fold!

12. Croydon South (63.44%)
Richard Ottaway  |  Richard Ottaway

CON: 26,478 | LAB: 12,250 | LD: 10,400  Equally surprising perhaps, this was the largest 2005 Tory majority in London at 13,528 and with a 51% share of the vote 
last time, Ottaway should be easily re-elected.

13. Dagenham & Rainham (56.79%)
Jon Cruddas  |  Jon Cruddas

LAB: 19,964 | CON: 13,592 | LD: 3,676  Cruddas has seen his NM slip from 7,605 to 6,372.  The Tory PPC, Simon Jones is campaigning hard, but we think 
Cruddas, a standard bearer for the left of the party, will hold and become a key Lab man to watch in post-election movements.

14. Dulwich & West Norwood (56.89%)
Tessa Jowell  |  Tessa Jowell

LAB: 17,590 | CON: 9,737 | LD: 9,199  The second of the rock solid Lab seats south of the river held by senior women in the party.  Jowell should be very safe with 
the Cons and LDs usually splitting the opposition vote here.  If the Cons win nationally or there is a hung Parliament, will she still have a role on the 2012 Olympics?

15. Ealing North (60.16%)
Stephen Pound  |  Stephen Pound

LAB: 20,483 | CON: 12,357 | LD: 8,390  Held since 1997 by Pound, a popular local MP.  With a NM of 8,126 he should be safe, but this is the type of seat that 
could go if the Tories have an exceptional night.

16. Ealing Southall (54.95%)
Virendra Sharma  |  Virendra Sharma

LAB: 19,634 | CON: 6,494 | LD: 6,254  The by-election in 2007 was embarrassing for the Tories, who put a lot of resource in but came third.  However with only 
41% of the vote, Sharma has one of the smallest shares in holding a London seat.  He should hold though with the Cons and LDs splitting the rest of the electorate.

17. East Ham (47.6%)
Stephen Timms  |  Stephen Timms

LAB: 22,109 | RESP: 8,460 | CON: 5,675  Treasury Minister, Timms, should be safe here.  In 2005 the second party was a Respect-Unity coalition candidate, 
around 13,500 votes behind.

18. Edmonton (57.47%)
Andy Love  |  Andy Love

LAB: 20,357 | CON: 10,045 | LD: 4,369  A beneficiary of the boundary changes, with the NM up around 2,000, Love has a 10,000 majority in theory.  Should hold, 
but like Ealing North, would be a very good night for the Tories if Andrew Charalambous wins this. 

19. Enfield Southgate (63.47%)
David Burrows  |  David Burrows

CON: 18,134 | LAB: 17,007 | LD: 4,611  This was the famous seat that went Lab in 1997, which the Tories won back in 2005 with a majority of just 1,747.  This is a 
constituency where you’d expect the Cons to stretch their lead.

20. Feltham & Heston (47.86%)
Alan Keen  |  Alan Keen

LAB: 18,978 | CON: 11,380 | LD: 6,586  Whilst his NM is up to 7,598, turn out is quite low here and the expenses issue has been a factor for Alan and Ann Keen.  If 
the Lab vote collapses then this could be a notable Tory gain in a strong working class area.

21. Greenwich & Woolwich (53.25%)
Nick Raynsford  |  Nick Raynsford

LAB: 18,636 | LD: 6,998 | CON: 6,244  With a NM of 11,638 and a reputation as a well respected MP locally, regionally and nationally, Raynsford should hold 
comfortably, despite nervous talk in the borough’s Lab ranks about keeping control of the Council.

22. Hackney North & Stoke Newington (49.39%)
Diane Abbott  |  Diane Abbott

LAB: 15,138 | LD: 7,136 | CON: 4,512   Part of the now famous sofa-double act with Michael Portillo, Abbott has a comfortable 8,002 majority but this was halved in 
2005. Her share of the vote also went down from 61% in 2001 to only 48.6% so she needs to keep an eye on things.

23. Hackney South & Shoreditch (51.33%)
Meg Hillier  |  Meg Hillier

LAB: 16,178 | LD: 6,549 | CON: 4,230  Although Hillier’s NM is down a bit, it is still over 9,500 and this hard working MP and junior minister should be safe.

24. Harrow West (64.35%)
Gareth Thomas  |  Gareth Thomas

LAB: 20,622 | CON: 12,880 | LD: 7,919  One of the major beneficiaries of the boundary changes, his NM is up from 2,028 to a staggering 7,742.  Will this guarantee 
Thomas’s re-election?  Probably, just, but if Rachel Joyce won we could well be looking at a Con working majority in the House of Commons.

25. Hayes & Harlington (55.3%)
John McDonnell  |  John McDonnell

LAB: 20,844 | CON: 10,250 | LD: 3,637  A vociferous and maverick Lab backbencher, McDonnell is a strong constituency MP reflected in his 10,847 majority.  He 
has also fought long and hard against a third runway at Heathrow.

26. Hornchurch & Upminster (63.28%)
Angela Watkinson  |  Angela Watkinson

CON: 23,375 | LAB: 15,317 | OTHER: 4,718  There have been big boundary changes in this part of London which has favoured the Tories in this new seat - they 
now have a NM of 8,058 and should win comfortably.

27. Hornsey & Wood Green (61.77%)
Lynne Featherstone  |  Lynne Featherstone

LD: 20,512 | LAB: 18,117 | CON: 6,014 (NBC)  Featherstone won a major result in 2005, overturning a majority of over 10,000 and winning by over 2,000 votes.  
The problems Lab have had running Haringey Council should help shore up this seat for her.

28. Ilford North (61.13%)
Lee Scott  |  Lee Scott

CON: 18,349 | LAB: 16,614 | LD: 5,778  This was one of the Ashcroft backed seats in 2005, and saw the Tories win the constituency with a majority of 1,653.  
Expect a hold here.

29. Ilford South (53.61%)
Mike Gapes  |  Mike Gapes

LAB: 20,856 | CON: 11,628 | LD: 8,761 (NBC)  Incumbent Mike Gapes has won the seat for Lab at the last four elections.  Whilst his majority went down 4,769 to 
9,228 in 2005 he should still hold but like Harrow West, this is a seat that could be tight if Lab votes split between the LD and Con candidates.

30. Islington North (53.90%)
Jeremy Corbyn  |  Jeremy Corbyn

LAB: 16,118 | LD: 9,402 | CON: 3,740 (NBC)  Along with John McDonnell, another long standing independent minded Lab MP from the left of the party, Corbyn 
should hold here despite other candidates standing from left of centre parties.

31. Kensington (51.82%)
Malcolm Rifkind  |  Malcolm Rifkind

CON: 14,078 | LAB: 9,538 | LD: 6,467  One of the lowest turnouts for a Tory held seat, Rifkind had a 12,418 majority and 58% share of vote.  Due to boundary 
changes his NM drops to 4,540.  Could he play an important role in a Con government given he is one of only a handful with ministerial experience? 

32. Kingston & Surbiton (67.71%)
Edward Davey  |  Edward Davey

LD: 25,637 | CON: 16,553 | LAB: 6,610  Whilst we predict the Cons will win Kingston Council off the LDs this time, we think Davey will hold his seat given its NM 
majority of 9,084 and his profile in the General Election.

33. Lewisham Deptford (50.86%)
Joan Ruddock  |  Joan Ruddock

LAB: 19,245 | LD: 6,233 | CON: 4,413  The third of our south London strong majorities for senior Lab women, Ruddock’s majority is over 13,000 and share of vote 
last time was 55%.  No single party looks likely to threaten her although the Greens will campaign hard with local councillor and London AM Darren Johnson.

34. Lewisham West & Penge (57.41%)
Jim Dowd  |  Jim Dowd

LAB: 18,801 | LD: 11,022 | CON: 8,787  Like his neighbouring seat above, Dowd has no single competitor here – the Tories and LDs cancel each other out.  
However his NM is down around 2,000 to 7,771, so a very bad night for Lab would see him out.

35. Mitcham & Morden (60.78%)
Siobhain McDonagh  |  Siobhain McDonagh 

LAB: 22,526 | CON: 9,787 | LD: 5,543  This is one of Lab’s strongest seats in London and likely to remain so despite the likelihood that Merton council will be won 
outright by the Cons.

36. Putney (59.79%)
Justine Greening  |  Justine Greening

CON: 15,193 | LAB: 13,470 | LD: 5,861  A classic New Labour seat, won in 1997 and held by Lab in 2001, Greening won the seat back in 2005 gaining a 1,766 
majority.  Expect the Shadow London Minister to stretch her lead.

37. Richmond Park (73.24%)
Susan Kramer  |  Susan Kramer 

LD: 23,771 | CON: 20,158 | LAB: 4,711  Perhaps the most watchable seat in London, with the highest turnout, a straight two-way fight between Kramer and Zac 
Goldsmith and a highly literate electorate.  We predict a LD win….just.

38. Romford (61.95%)
Andrew Rosindell  |  Andrew Rosindell

CON: 24,442 | LAB: 12,322 | LD: 3,572  With nearly 60% share of the vote and a NM of over 12,000, this popular local MP is safe despite a likely strong UKIP  
challenge.  It will be interesting to see if his profile changes much should the Tories win a majority nationally.

39. Ruislip, Northwood & Pinner (62.37%)
Nick Hurd  |  Nick Hurd

CON: 23,652 | LAB: 10,378 | LD: 7,049  We managed to miss Hurd’s seat out of our 2008 GLA analysis….He will not miss out this time, as his NM is up from 8,910 
to 13,274.  One to watch in a Tory administration too.

40. Sutton & Cheam (67.24%)
Paul Burstow  |  Paul Burstow

LD: 20,255 | CON: 17,566 | LAB: 5,116  Only a few weeks ago we were predicting the Tory gain here, but the LD surge in the polls now suggests that Burstow 
should hold despite the challenge of Philippa Stroud. 

Same Party, Same MP
Constituency Predictions
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New Party, New MP

48. Beckenham (65.33%)
Jacqui Lait  |  Bob Stewart

CON: 25,002 | LAB: 8,089 | LD: 6,748  Colonel Bob Stewart is replacing outgoing MP Lait as Tory candidate in a seat which had a comfortable 8,401 majority and 
saw a big Con turnout in 2008 for Boris Johnson.  The NM is now 16,913.

49. Croydon Central (60.11%)
Andrew Pelling  |  Gavin Barwell

LAB: 18,745 | CON: 18,417 | LD: 5,835  Whilst Croydon North and South are the two safest seats in London, this is the most marginal.  Despite Pelling’s decision to 
stand as an Independent and potentially split the Tory vote, a strong showing by the Cons in a number of marginal wards should see Barwell over the line.

50. Erith & Thamesmead (53.68%)
John Austin  |  Teresa Pearce

LAB: 19,890 | CON: 10,020 | LD: 4,856  A NM of 9,870 should guarantee victory for Lab local councillor Pearce despite boundary changes reducing this majority by 
1,630.

51. Lewsham East (54.78%)
Bridget Prentice  |  Heidi Alexander

LAB: 17,897 | CON: 9,139 | LD: 7,482  Lab candidate Heidi Alexander is a former Deputy Mayor of Lewisham and has a strong local profile.  She should win this 
seat which has a NM of 8,758 but there is the threat of a fragmented vote in this part of south east London. 

52. Old Bexley & Sidcup (65.21%)
Derek Conway  |  James Brokenshire

CON: 21,151 | LAB: 11,842 | LD: 5,862  The cradle of the expenses scandal, Conway has stood down.  The former Hornchurch MP, James Brokenshire, should 
hold this seat for the Cons.

53. Orpington (72.41%)
John Horam  |  Jo Johnson

CON: 24,800 | LD: 19,579  | LAB: 2,893  One of the highest turnouts in London, and a straight fight between the Tories and LDs, this seat should see the election of 
Boris’s brother, Jo Johnson.  But watch the Clegg effect.

54. Streatham (51.85%)
Keith Hill  |  Chuka Umunna

LAB: 17,699 | LD: 11,115 | CON: 6,138  Popular ex-Minister for London Hill stands down.  The Lab candidate Chuka Umunna is already being labelled the “UK’s 
Barack Obama”.  This could be a tight three-way fight though.

55. Walthamstow (54.6%)
Neil Gerrard  |  Stella Creasy

LAB: 17,323 | LD: 9,330 | CON: 6,254 (NBC)  A seat to watch for the simple reason that it is one where the LDs nearly doubled their vote in 2005 from 2001 and 
the borough reflects the fragmented nature of voting in this part of north east London.  Could be tight.

56. Battersea (59.18%)
Martin Linton  |  Jane Ellison

LAB: 16,615 | CON: 16,283 | LD: 5,906  With a majority of just 163 in 2005, this is another classic New Labour seat won in 1997.  Despite Linton’s effective local 
work in recent years, this is a seat the Tories must win if they are to have any chance of gaining a majority in the Commons.

57. Bethnal Green & Bow (51.5%)
George Galloway  |  Rushanara Ali

RESP: 14,015 | LAB: 13,211 | LD: 4,721  Won by George Galloway in 2005, he is now fighting the Poplar seat.  We predict that this will let Lab back in, who lost the 
constituency by only 823 votes last time - Ali would be the first Bangladeshi MP, a first that rivals Ajmal Masroor (LD) and Zakir Khan (Con) could also lay claim to.

58. Brentford & Isleworth (52.83%)
Ann Keen  |  Mary Macleod

LAB: 17,092 | CON: 13,459 | LD: 10,068  A majority of 3,633, combined with a high profile expenses issues, makes Health Minister Keen very vulnerable.  This is 
actually a three-way fight, with LD Andrew Dakers a threat, but we predict banker, Mary Macleod, will just win.

59. Eltham (48.47%)
Clive Efford  |  David Gold

LAB: 16,135 | CON: 13,231 | LD: 6,636  The Lab majority was halved between 2001 and 2005 and the NM is down now to just 2,904.  David Gold is on the Tory A 
list and is being heavily backed to win this seat.  We think he will.

60. Enfield North (60.33%)
Joan Ryan  |  NIck de Bois

CON: 17,167 | LAB: 16,230 | LD: 4,548  The boundary changes have done Ryan no favours and what was a Labour majority of nearly 2,000 in 2005 is now a NM of 
937 for the Cons.  Expect this leafy part of north London to vote in de Bois at the third time of asking.

61. Finchley & Golders Green (62.79%)
Rudi Vis  |  Mike Freer

CON: 16,692 | LAB: 16,398 | LD: 7,186  Vis is standing down.  The Lab majority here was only 741 in 2005 and the NM is now 294 for the Cons.  Former Council 
Leader, Freer, should win - beating Lab Group Leader Alison Moore.

62. Hammersmith (68.57%)
Andrew Slaughter  |  Shaun Bailey

LAB: 18,463 | CON: 14,790 | LD: 8,267  A new seat made up of parts of Shepherds Bush and the old Hammersmith & Fulham constituency, this heavily publicised 
marginal has become very personal between Lab’s Slaughter and Tory Bailey.  We predict the latter will just sneak it. 

63. Hampstead & Kilburn (55.84%)
Glenda Jackson  |  Ed Fordham

LAB: 15,138 | LD: 14,664 | CON: 9,559  A three-way fight in this newly named seat and a majority of just over 3,700 over the Cons/LDs at the last election puts 
Jackson under threat.  Boundary changes have least favoured the Tories so we predict a win for LD Cllr Fordham.

64. Harrow East (61.28%)
Tony McNulty  |  Bob Blackman

LAB: 19,366 | CON: 16,432 | LD: 6,043  With expenses issues and boundary changes halving his NM to almost 3,000, McNulty, a former Minister for London, faces 
a real threat from ex-GLA member, Blackman.  We predict a win for the latter.

65. Hendon (58.86%)
Andrew Dismore  |  Matthew Offord

LAB: 18,101 | CON: 14,870 | LD: 5,657  A majority of only 3,231 puts this seat very much in the firing line and despite Dismore being popular locally, we think the 
Tories will win this one.

66. Westminster North (50.81%)
Karen Buck  |  Joanne Cash

LAB: 12,823 | CON: 10,703 | LD: 6,322  This used to be predominantly Regent’s Park & Kensington North and has seen one of the biggest boundary changes, a 
6,000 plus majority slashed to 2,120.  Despite some high profile squabbling within the local Tory campaign, we do think Cash will do enough to oust Buck.

Same Party, New MP

Same Party, Same MP Cont.
Constituency (NT% 2005)
Incumbent MP  |  Predicted MP  

Top Three Party Notional Votes (2005)
Commentary

41. Tooting (59.35%)
Sadiq Khan  |  Sadiq Khan

LAB: 18,129 | CON: 12,960 | LD: 8,314  A real bellwether seat, this one.  With a majority of 5,381, down from over 10,000 in 2001, this is a seat which, if won by 
Mark Clarke for the Tories, will probably lead to a General Election victory.  We, though, predict a Lab hold here, as much for local reasons as anything else.

42. Tottenham (47.81%)
David Lammy  |  David Lammy

LAB: 18,343 | LD: 5,309 | CON: 4,278 (NBC)  The third lowest turnout in 2005, Lammy however holds a 13,034 majority and nearly 58% share of the vote. 

43. Twickenham (71.77%)
Vincent Cable  |  Vincent Cable

LD: 26,696 | CON: 16,731 | LAB: 5,868 (NBC)  Home of the only beatified MP, Saint Vince of Twickenham holds a majority of nearly 10,000.  The local council is 
widely seen as having been well run by the LDs too.  Expect a comfortable hold despite his desire to tax many of his constituents on their homes.

44. Uxbridge & Ruislip South (58.6%)
John Randall  |  John Randall

CON: 17,712 | LAB: 10,534 | LD: 9,034  Randall was rumoured to be considering leaving the Commons, but this popular local MP has decided to re-stand.  A 
majority of over 7,000 should see a comfortable re-election.

45. Vauxhall (48.42%)
Kate Hoey  |  Kate Hoey

LAB: 17,928 | LD: 9,425 | CON: 5,048  The second lowest turnout in 2005, Hoey held a 53% share of vote and a majority of 9,977.  This maverick MP, who has 
worked for Boris Johnson, should be re-elected. 

46. West Ham (44.87%)
Lyn Brown  |  Lyn Brown

LAB: 19,989 | RESP: 7,715 | CON: 4,659  Another MP to benefit from the boundary changes, Brown’s NM is up from around 10,000 to above 12,000.  A 
comfortable hold.

47. Wimbledon (67.84%)
Stephen Hammond  |  Stephen Hammond

CON: 18,028 | LAB: 15,548 | LD: 7,908  Won back from Lab in 2005 with a 2,301 majority, this should remain Con.  The NM this time has risen slightly to 2,480.

67. Brent Central (55.49%)
N/A  |  ?

LAB: 19,684 | LD: 12,215 | CON: 5,142  This is a new seat, with Brent East and South now no more, and is a big battle between two current MPs - Dawn Butler and 
Sarah Teather.  With a historically strong Lab electorate, no overall control in the borough and Teather campaigning hard, this will go to the wire.

68. Carshalton & Wallington (64.27%)
Tom Brake  |  ?

LD: 16,870 | CON: 15,645 | LAB: 7,234  A LD majority reduced from 4,500 to just over 1,000 in 2005 makes this a vulnerable seat despite the Clegg bounce.  This 
mainly working class area is a top Tory target but Brake will not give up without a fight. 

69. Ealing Central & Acton (56.03%)
N/A  |  ?

LAB: 12,944 | CON: 12,105 | LD: 11,883  This new seat is the top three-way marginal in the UK with around 1,000 votes splitting the main parties.  Former GLA 
member Angie Bray is up against energetic local councillors Jon Ball (LD) and Bassam Mahfouz (Lab).

70. Holborn & St Pancras (53.23%)
Frank Dobson  |  ?

LAB: 19,872 | LD: 11,524 | CON: 9,203  MP here since 1979, his NM has doubled to nearly 8,348.  The LD ran him close last time, predicting the result in Camden 
in 2006, which went to a LD/Con coalition.  This is a tough call.

71. Islington South & Finsbury (53.61%)
Emily Thornberry  |  ?

LAB: 12,345 | LD: 11,861 | CON: 4,594  Thornberry held this Lab seat in 2005 by just 484 votes from the LD Bridget Fox and the same two battle it out again this 
time.  However whilst the LDs have been running Islington Council since 2006 Lab is confident of winning it back - but turnout will be the key here.

72. Leyton & Wanstead (53.9%)
Harry Cohen  |  ?

LAB: 15,748 | LD: 8,495 | CON: 7,825  One of the last seats to select a Lab candidate, Leyton & Wanstead will see ex-Hornchurch MP John Cryer taking over from 
Cohen who resigned over expenses.  The Cons and LDs are campaigning hard but is Cryer’s NM of 7,253 too big to overcome?

73. Poplar & Limehouse (50.07%)
Jim Fitzpatrick  |  ?

LAB: 12,463 | CON: 8,640 | RESP: 8,329  Another tight three-way battle with well respected Jim Fitzpatrick dealt one of the toughest deals on boundary changes 
- his NM has gone from over 7,000 to 3,823 in a seat which had the second biggest National Lab to Con swing in 2005 (11.6%).  Tim Archer (Con) is campaigning 
very hard and George Galloway (Resp) will split the left wing vote.  Could we see a Tory win where a Communist was elected as MP in 1945?

Too Close to Call
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London Borough Map
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Predicted (2010)

Seat Breakdown
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Borough (Turnout% 2006)
Current hold (majority)
Predicted Result

Current Composition (as at 28/04/10 on borough websites excluding any vacant seats)
Commentary

1. Barking & Dagenham (38.3%)
Labour (13)
Labour

LAB: 32 | BNP: 12 | I: 3 | CON: 2 | BDIP: 2  11 of the 17 wards in B&D are tight.  Six wards have strong Lab majorities which is probably 
18 seats in the bag.  The BNP hold 12 seats currently and may well increase this in Chadwell Heath, Eastbrook, Eastbury, Goresbrook, 
Mayesbrook, Parsloes, Valence and Village wards.  Lab should hold on, even if a single digit majority.

2. Barnet (41.7%)
Conservative (10)
Conservative

CON: 36 | LAB: 20 | LD: 6  Despite the creation of the Residents’ Association Barnet (RAB), a loose coalition of around 15 candidates, 
there is unlikely to be significant change.  The Cons could even pick up a few more seats in wards like West Finchley, West Hendon and 
Woodhouse.

3. Bexley (42.3%)
Conservative (45)
Conservative

CON: 54 | LAB: 8 | I: 1  Was marginal in 2002, but now rock solid Con and likely to stay so.  Eight of the wards see Tory majorities of over 
1,000 votes.

4. Brent (37.3%)
NOC - Lib Dem/Conservative coalition
NOC

LD: 27 | LAB: 19 | CON: 15 | DC: 2  The question in Brent is not will it stay NOC, but what coalition will be formed post election.  Of the 
21 wards, nine are especially tight - Dollis Hill, Dudden Hill, Fryent, Kilburn, Mapesbury, Queens Park, Tokyngton, Wembley Central and 
Willesden Green.  If the Tories win nationally, could you see a new Lab/LD coalition formed locally?

5. Bromley (42%)
Conservative (36)
Conservative

CON: 46 | LD: 7 | LAB: 3  Like Bexley, a south east London Con stronghold.  17 of the Tories elected here polled over 3,000 votes and a 
further 20 over 2,000 votes each (see quirky facts).

6. Camden (37.5%)
NOC - Lib Dem/Conservative coalition
NOC

LD: 22 | LAB: 15 | CON: 12 | GREEN: 3 | I: 1  As with Brent, hard to see one party winning outright control, even though LDs currently 
only need to win four seats to do so.  Belsize, Camden Town, Hampstead Town, Haverstock and Kentish Town will be wards to watch.

7. Croydon (40.4%)
Conservative (14)
Conservative

CON: 42 | LAB: 25 | IC: 2 | I: 1  Should be a comfortable hold for the Tories who may even pick up a few more seats especially in 
Norwood wards, previously Lab strongholds.

8. Ealing (37.7%)
Conservative (17)
Conservative

CON: 43 | LAB: 23 | LD: 3  The bellwether borough - in theory the Tories should win the General Election, given Ealing went Con in 2006.  
LDs are talking up their chances, but came second in only five of the wards.  With the Lab group still dispirited from 2006, expect a Con 
hold, but perhaps with a reduced majority.

9. Enfield (38%)
Conservative (5)
Conservative

CON: 34 | LAB: 27 | SCF: 2  The only Tory council in 2006 which was held but saw a loss of five seats, two to single issue candidates 
(Save Chase Farm).  The Enfield wards, along with Jubilee, Palmers Green and Southbury will be worth watching. 

10. Greenwich (35.8%)
Labour (21)
Labour.... just

LAB: 36 | CON: 13 | LD: 2  It shows how nervous Lab is when rumours of losing overall control of Greenwich are milling around.  A cold 
analysis of the numbers suggests it would need to be a very bad election for this to happen, although wards like Greenwich West and 
Shooters Hill and a significant turnout from anti-Lab voters could see this majority down to low single figures.

11. Hackney (34.4%)
Labour (33)
Labour and directly elected Mayor

LAB: 45 | CON: 9 | LD: 2 | GREEN: 1  Even if Lab has a bad night, the relative popularity of the two MPs in this borough, should ensure a 
solid majority on the Council.  We also predict that Jules Pipe will win a third term as Lab Mayor.

12. Hammersmith & Fulham (39.7%)
Conservative (19)
Conservative

CON: 32 | LAB: 13 The winner of the Local Government Chronicle’s Council of the Year in 2010, H&F has overseen a cut in Council Tax 
every year since 2006 and is disliked thoroughly by Lab.  However if anything, we predict the Tories will win a few more seats, probably in 
Hammersmith Broadway and Shepherd’s Bush Green.

13. Harrow (41.4%)
Conservative (7)
Conservative

CON: 35 | LAB: 24 | LD: 2 | I: 2  Harrow is a hard borough to call.  All three main parties have been the largest party there since 1994, but 
clear control has been hard to come by.  Edgware, Headstone South, Kentons East and West, Marlborough, Queensbury, Rayners Lane 
and West Harrow are all battleground wards.  

14. Havering (39.5%)
Conservative (11)
Conservative

CON: 32 | HRG: 12 | HILR: 2 | RWR: 2  | LAB: 2 | LD: 2 | I: 1  The borough with seven parties represented, three of which are residents’ 
groups.  With UKIP, BNP and Greens standing here too it makes it a busy night for the counters (see quirky facts).  Really this is a battle 
between the Tories and residents, and if the strong MP seats generate council votes too, then a Con hold is likely.

15. Hillingdon (38.1%)
Conservative (21)
Conservative

CON: 43 | LAB: 17 | I: 3 | LD: 2  All parties locally are fighting the third runway at Heathrow but Lab and the LDs look unlikely to mount a 
serious challenge to the Con administration.  This suggests an easy hold.

16. Hounslow (37.8%)
NOC - Conservative/Community Group 
coalition
NOC

CON: 24 | LAB: 22 | ICG: 6 | WIG: 4 | LD: 3| I: 1  Yes, there is a borough where “the community” is involved in running the council and it 
is Hounslow.  The Tories became the largest party for the first time since 1968 in 2006.  But winning the seven seats they need for outright 
control looks tricky.  Where they don’t win, they tend to trail a long way behind, except the wards of Heston Central and East.  Expect 
another coalition or Con minority council here.

17. Kensington & Chelsea (29%)
Conservative (36)
Conservative

CON: 45 | LAB: 8 | LD: 1  Many are surprised to hear that K&C has the lowest turnout of any borough.  But with so many comfortable 
Tory majorities it’s not surprising.  A sure-fire Con hold.

Boroughs 
No Change
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Borough (Turnout% 2006)
Current hold (majority)
Predicted Result

Current Composition (as at 28/04/10 on borough websites excluding any vacant seats)
Commentary

18. Lambeth (30.4%)
Labour (11)
Labour

LAB: 37 | LD: 18 | CON: 7 | GREEN: 1  In 2006 Lab bounced back and won 11 seats to re-take control of the borough they have run more 
or less since 1971.  A double whammy squeeze by the Tories in Clapham Town and the LDs in Clapham Common, Knight’s Hill, Stockwell 
and Streatham South could see that majority wiped out, but we think they will hold on.

19. Lewisham (33.3%)
NOC - Labour minority and directly elected 
Mayor
NOC

LAB: 26 | LD: 16 | GREEN: 6 | CON: 3 | SP: 2  The home of London’s only two Socialist councillors and a stronghold for the Greens (see 
quirky facts).  In 2006, Lab lost full control of the council for the first time since 1968 with the LDs taking 13 seats from them.  We think 
there could be a few more Lab losses here and the LDs could become the party with the most seats, although it looks set to stay NOC.  
We predict Lab’s Steve Bullock will win another Mayoral term and may therefore have to work alongside cllrs from other parties. 

20. Newham (34.6%)
Labour (52) directly elected Mayor
Labour

LAB: 56 | CPA: 3 | RESPECT: 1  The Tories have not had a councillor here since 1990 and the LDs not since 1994.  Respect and in a 
few wards the Christian People’s Alliance are the only real challengers.  A Lab hold but with a reduced majority.  Lab will also see high 
profile Mayor Robin Wales re-elected.

21. Richmond (51.1%)
Lib Dem (16)
Lib Dem

LD: 35 | CON: 18 | I: 1  Richmond has the highest turnout at local and general elections.  It is also a Lab free zone - in 2006, there was 
no single ward where they came even second and in Hampton North they did not field any candidates.  The swing to the LDs in 2006 was 
significant and it will be Hampton, Hampton North, Kew, Mortlake and Barnes, West Twickenham and Whitton where the campaign will be 
won and lost this time.  We predict a LD hold, but with a reduced majority.

22. Southwark (33.7%)
NOC - Lib Dem/Conservative coalition
NOC

LD: 28 | LAB: 28 | CON: 5 | GREEN: 1  The LDs and Cons who hold the ring in Southwark, with the latter controlling the wards of College 
and Village the only places they come first or second in the whole borough.  Brunswick Park, East Walworth, and Peckham Rye are the 
three wards where either the LDs or Lab could take full control.

23. Sutton (43.8%)
Lib Dem (10)
Lib Dem

LD: 32 | CON: 20 | I: 1 | UKIP: 1  As with the battles for the two MP seats, the fight for the borough will be very close with the LDs looking 
to stave off the Tories and cling onto a majority.  There are three split wards - Carshalton Central, Nonsuch and Sutton North - and a 
further nine wards where the gap between the parties is no more than 200 votes.  We predict a narrow LD hold.

24. Waltham Forest (37.7%)
NOC - Labour/LibDem coalition
NOC

LAB: 24 | LD: 21 | CON: 15  This is the only borough where Lab and the LDs have a coalition.  The borough is like an ice-lolly - red in 
the south, yellow in the middle and blue at the top.  The Tories are rock solid in five wards, where Iain Duncan Smith is MP.  The other 15 
wards are mainly a battle between Lab and the LDs.  Another NOC situation.

25. Wandsworth (34.1%)
Conservative (39)
Conservative

CON: 49 | LAB: 9 | I: 1  The Tories have held 50 or more seats since 1998 and we don’t really see any reasons for it being different at this 
election.  Having won two seats in the Tooting ward last time, if anything the Tories could take the third seat and perhaps win Latchmere 
and win back two seats in Furzedown.  If the LDs then turned over Lab in Graveney, the party would be wiped out in the borough.

26. Westminster (42.7%)
Conservative (37)
Conservative

CON: 48 | LAB: 11  Comfortable Tory majorities across the south and middle of Westminster abound.  Watch the wards of Church Street 
and Westbourne which will determine if they can break the 50 figure, which they last did in 1968 when the Tories dominated local 
government in London.

27. Haringey (35.8%)
Labour (1)
Lib Dem

LAB: 29 | LD: 26 | CON: 1 | I: 1  In 1994 the LDs had no seats in Haringey.  On 7 May they could be in control of a council that has been 
Lab since 1971.  The battle will be won and lost in Bounds Green, Harringay, Noel Park and Woodside, the four wards right in the middle 
of the borough that clearly divides west (LD) and east (Lab).

28. Islington (33.1%)
NOC - Lib Dem minority administration
Lib Dem

LD: 23 | LAB: 23 | GREEN: 1  In 2006 Lab bounced back in Lambeth.  This time we think they could do something similar in Islington with 
a resurgent local party.  However there is also the LD surge nationally and Fox looking to win Thornberry’s seat.  The potential outcome 
is further complicated by Islington being the most marginal council in London - 14 of the 16 wards have a majority of less than 150 votes 
between third and fourth place and the largest majority is “only” 400.  This could be the closest result in London.

29. Kingston (45.2%)
Lib Dem (2)
Conservative

LD: 25 | CON: 21 | LAB: 1 | I: 1  Kingston was last held outright by the Tories in 1982 and so a return to control is perhaps long overdue.  
We called this Con in 2006 and missed out by four seats.  The battle in Alexandra, Berrylands, Canbury, Chessington North, Grove and 
Old Malden will decide this election and given another Council Tax raise this year, we think the Conservatives will win.

30. Merton (42.9%)
NOC – Conservative minority administration
Conservative

CON: 29 | LAB: 27 | MPR: 3 | I: 1  Needing to win only two seats for outright control, the Cons will be looking for gains in Colliers Wood, 
Longthornton, Pollards Hill, Ravensbury and St Helier.  We predict the Tories will get a majority for the first time since 1986.

31. Redbridge (38.4%)
NOC – Conservative minority administration
Conservative

CON: 31 | LAB: 14 | LD: 13 | I: 4 | BNP: 1  Defections from the party have cost the Tories proper control in Redbridge and with the BNP 
mounting a challenge, they have a fight on their hands here.  The battle will be won or lost in Mayfield, Newbury, Roding, Seven Kings and 
Valentines.

32. Tower Hamlets (40.7%)
Labour (9)
NOC

LAB: 30 | CON: 9 | RESPECT: 8 | LD: 4  The Tories won seven seats here in 2006 and an eighth in a by-election, having previously not 
held any since the GLC was established in 1964.  They could win one more.  Respect also won 12 seats - both Lab and the LDs lost seats 
and the Lab majority was 1 in 2006.  Since then six Respect defections to Lab have made life easier.  The key will be whether a four-way 
squeeze of Lab, Con, LD and Respect will lead to an NOC council.  We think it will.

Change

No Change Cont.
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Quirky Facts

MPs

•	 66 of the 73 London seats have seen some form of boundary change since 2005

•	 In 1974 London had 104 parliamentary constituencies compared with 73 at this election

•	 The Tories lost a whopping 30 seats in London in the 1997 election

•	 The Lib Dems had no London MPs between 1970 and 1983 whilst in 1992 they only returned one (Simon Hughes) 

•	 Islington North is geographically the smallest constituency in the UK

•	 Finchley & Golders Green was last Conservative in 1992 when Margaret Thatcher left the seat 

•	 Only two of the current Labour Cabinet are London MPs

•	 The Green Party has its hotbed in Lewisham, with six councillors and PPCs fielded in all three seats.  In 2005, they polled 6,000 votes across 
all three seats

•	 Emily Thornberry (Labour) of Islington South polled 12,345 votes in 2005.  This was the lowest number of votes for an elected MP in a      
London constituency

•	 The highest number of votes for an elected MP in 2005 was 26,718 by John Horam for the Tories in Orpington

Boroughs

•	 The 2006 election was the first time in 24 years that the Tories returned more councillors than Labour in London

•	 In Abbey ward in Barking and Dagenham only four people stood in 2006 for the three ward seats.  Three Labour and one Tory

•	 Four wards in Bromley have all three Conservative councillors polling over 3,000 votes each - now that’s support

•	 In Hackney, with a turn out of just 34.4%, its not surprising that 17 of the 57 councillors were elected with less than 1,000 votes each

•	 But that’s nothing compared to Islington where the turn out is lower at 33.1% and 33 of the 48 councillors got in with under 1,000 votes each

•	 The ward of Harold Wood in Havering had 16 candidates in 2006 making it the most democratically competitive ward in the whole of London

•	 Three resident groups fielded candidates in 2006 - this year there are nine separate resident associations in the running to become local 
councillors just in the LB of Havering

•	 There are only two 3-way split wards in London – Bedfont in Hounslow and South Hornchurch in Havering

•	 In the 2006 Borough elections, 32 parties fielded candidates - of those, 13 candidates were from 5 different Socialist parties. Only 2 were 
elected, in Lewisham 

•	 In Newham, Respect came second in 12 of the 20 wards to Labour and won one ward outright.  The Lib Dems only fielded candidates in six 
wards

•	 The lowest vote mandate in the capital is with Reginald McLaughlin of the College Park & Old Oak ward in Hammersmith & Fulham - he took 
just 610 votes to be elected

•	 The highest vote mandate in London was Thelma Manning in the Hayes & Coney Hall ward, Bromley - taking 3,799 votes
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